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* NOTICES * 

The Japanese Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original precisely. 
2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

'[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] this invention relates to the electronic mail management method which manages 

electronic mail to a sink from an informer. 

[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] The electronic mail system is widely used by a certain person as a message 
means of communication to other persons today. This electronic mail system equips an informer and sink 
side with a personal computer etc., connects these through communication lines, such as a public network 
and a local area network, and transmits and receives a message as electronic mail. The management method 
of the conventional electronic mail is shown in drawing 3 . The method of drawing serves as an informer 101 
and the sink 102 from a management tool 103. The informer 101 and the sink 103 consist of a personal 
computer etc., and are connected through the communication line not to illustrate. Moreover, a management 
tool 103 has the function to perform the so-called collection and delivery of the mail to a sink 102 from an 
informer 101, and has the store section 104 for storing this mail. An operation of the management method of 
such following electronic mail is explained. First, the mail to a sink 102 is transmitted from an informer 101 
(** in drawing). Moreover, data, such as the identification code for discriminating the specific sink 102, are 
added to this mail. Thereby, a management tool 103 classifies the received mail for every sink, and stores it 
in the store section 104 (** in drawing). 

[0003] The flow chart of the management method of a management tool 103 is shown in drawing 4 . That is, 
in step SI, if receiving waiting of the mail from an informer 101 is performed and a certain mail is received, 
from the destination of the mail, this mail is classified every sink 102 and it stores in the store section 104 
every sink 1 02 (step S2). The stored mail serves as the type which makes a sink 102 an owner by this, and a 
management tool 103 does not perform a positive management to the mail. Then, after a sink 102 processes 
perusing a mail of ****** and storing it in the external storage not to illustrate etc., the mail stored in the 
store section 104 is eliminated (inside of drawing 3 , **). That is, a management tool 103 is not performed 
but performs processing of the mail stored in the store section 104 by the sink 1 02 side. 
[0004] 

[Probiem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, in the above-mentioned conventional management 
method, since a mail of the store section 104 is eliminable only by the sink 102 side, unless a sink 102 side 
eliminates, a mail will be accumulated at the store section 104. Therefore, even if it did not check that the 
mail of ****** had had a sink 102 for a long time or it perused, when having forgotten to eliminate, an 
unnecessary mail is accumulated and there was a problem that the file capacity of the store section 104 
became useless. 

[0005] Moreover, in the conventional management method, in the informer 101 side, even if it was the mail 
transmitted personally even if, what has once transmitted to a management tool 1 03 was able to perform 
neither deletion nor perusal. For this reason, even when the mail which the informer 101 mistook had been 
sent, it was impossible, even if it could not cancel it and it was going to check the content of a mail after 
sending, this invention was made in order to solve the above-mentioned conventional trouble, it can direct 
the operation of a deletion of a mail, perusal, etc. transmitted also from the informer side, and aims at 
offering the management method of the electronic mail which can plan the deployment of the enhancement in 
operability, and the capacity of the store section of a management tool. 
[0006] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In the management method of electronic mail with which the management 
method of the electronic mail of this invention stores in a management tool the electronic mail sent by the 
informer, and a sink takes out the stored electronic mail, the above-mentioned management tool is 
characterized by managing electronic mail stored according to the demand from the above-mentioned 
informer or a sink while it stores the electronic mail from the above-mentioned informer. 
[0007] 

[Function] In the management method of the electronic mail of this invention, a management tool manages 
by storing the mail in the store section, when a mail is sent from the communication terminal by the side of 
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an informer. When there are perusal, a deletion demand, etc. from a sink side to the stored mail, a 
management tool processes a mail according to the demand. Moreover, when there is a demand of perusal, a 
deletion, etc. from an informer side to the once stored mail, it processes according to the demand. Therefore, 
the grade and operability which can cancel the mail which could perform the management demand of a mail 
positively from the informer side, for example, the informer side shipped accidentally from an informer side 
improve. 
[0008] 

[Example] Hereafter, the example of this invention is explained in detail using a drawing. Drawing 5 is a 
block diagram showing the example of the management method of the electronic mail of this invention. The 
management method of drawing is formed in the communication terminals 10 and 20 which consist of a 
personal computer as an informer or a sink, this communication terminal 10, and 20, and it ****-it-connects 
with the communication terminals 10 and 20, and it serves as the management tools 1 1 and 21 which manage 
the mail from the other party, respectively from the magnetic disk units 12 and 22 as mail store section of 
management tools 1 1 and 21. The communication terminals 10 and 20 are terminals which transmit and 
receive electronic mail with a predetermined procedure, and it connects by the communication line 30 
between these communications terminal 10 and 20. Management tools 1 1 and 21 have the function to 
manage the mail stored based on the demand of the perusal from a sink side or a delivery side, a deletion, etc. 
while they store the mail from the communication terminals 10 or 20 by the side of an informer in magnetic 
disk units 12 and 22. 

[0009] Explanatory drawing of the management method of electronic mail is shown in drawing 1 . Hereafter, 
an informer and the communication terminal 20 are explained for the communication terminal 10 as a sink. 
Therefore, the management tool and magnetic disk unit in this case become the management tool 21 and 
magnetic-disk-unit 22 side. Thus, in the management method of the constituted electronic mail, when 
transmitting, a mail is first transmitted from the communication terminal (henceforth an informer) 10 to a 
management tool 21 (** in drawing). Thereby, a management tool 21 manages an informer and sink side 
clearly, and stores a mail in the store section 22 (** in drawing). Then, it is made to restrict to an informer 
10, the communication terminal (henceforth a sink) 20, and the management tool 21 that the mail in the store 
section 22 can be operated. In addition, as an attribute of a mail, identification of the informer 1 0 and the sink 
20 records the identification number of an informer and a sink, and this identification number performs it 
here. Here, suppose that perusal or a deletion of a mail was demanded from the sink 20 side (** in drawing). 
Thereby, a management tool 21 performs perusal or deletion processing of a mail according to the content of 
a demand from a sink 20 (** in drawing). Moreover, when there is a demand of perusal or a deletion from an 
informer 10 side (** in drawing), a management tool 21 processes like the demand from a sink 20 (** in 
drawing). 

[0010] Drawing 2 is explanatory drawing of the transmitting technique from an informer side. Here, an 
informer is taken as the communication terminal 10 side like the case of the drawing 1 mentioned above. 
When transmitting a mail from an informer 10, deletion time is specified to the mail (** in drawing). 
Thereby, a management tool 21 manages a mail including deletion time (** in drawing). Namely, it manages 
by arranging the mail in the store section 22 in the order of deletion time. And a management tool 21 checks 
deletion time by the fixed cycle, and eliminates the mail which reached specification time (** in drawing). 
Moreover, the change request of the deletion time of a mail which already transmitted from the informer 10 
is made possible, and when there is such change, the queuing of the mail in the store section 22 is performed 
again. In addition, when transmitting a mail, it is also possible not to specify deletion time and it is also still 
possible to specify deletion time, after storing in the store section 22. 

[001 1] Next, the above-mentioned operation is further explained using a flow chart. Drawing 6 is the flow 
chart. Management tools 11 or 21 will judge the receiving content, if a certain reception is performed (step 
SI). First, when the reception is a mail (step S2), it classifies for every sink and stores in the store section as a 
file of a management tool (step S3). Furthermore, the mail investigates whether it is with deletion time 
specification (step S4), and when it is with specification, management information is updated in the order of 
deletion time (step S5), and it shifts to step S14. Moreover, when there is no specification of deletion time, it 
shifts to step SI 4 as it is. 

[0012] Next, when the receiving content is a demand of the perusal or the deletion from a sink (step S6), a 
list of the mail transmitted to the sink is given (step S7). Thereby, a sink specifies the mail which looks at the 
list and performs perusal or a deletion (step S8). The management tool which received specification performs 
perusal or deletion processing of the mail (step S9), and shifts to step SI 4. Moreover, when the receiving 
content is the perusal from an informer, or deletion time change (step S10), a management tool gives a list of 
the mail transmitted by the informer (step SI 1), and an informer performs specification of mail specification, 
perusal, or deletion time change (step SI 2). Thereby, a management tool performs the perusal of a mail and 
change of deletion time which were specified (step SI 3). 

[0013] Subsequently, in step SI 4, a management tool judges whether it is progress of a fixed cycle. When the 
fixed cycle has not passed here, it will be in the standby status, and when the fixed cycle has passed, the 
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management information of the order of deletion time is updated (step SI 5). Furthermore, in step SI 6, it 
investigates whether there is any mail which reached deletion time in the mail stored in the store section (step 
SI 6), and when there is a mail which reached deletion time, deletion processing of the mail is performed 
(step SI 7). Moreover, when there is no mail which reached deletion time, it will be in the standby status as it 
is. 

[0014] In addition, although specification and change of deletion time were made to be completed only from 
the informer side, you may constitute so that a sink side can also do this, for example, may be made to 
specify the deletion time of the mail in the above-mentioned example after perusal of a mail. 
[0015] 

[Effect of the Invention] As explained above, since the management tool which stores the electronic mail 
from an informer was made to perform various kinds of managements of electronic mail not only according 
to a sink but according to the demand from an informer, according to the management method of the 
electronic mail of this invention Enhancement in the grade which can cancel the mail which could require 
processing of the mail positively stored in the management tool even from the informer side, therefore the 
informer shipped accidentally from an informer side, and operability can be aimed at. Moreover, if the 
deletion time of a mail is specified as content of a demand from an informer, the deployment of the resources 
of the mail store section can also be planned. 

[Translation done.] 
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